January 5,  2009
Dear Parents;

Happy New Year!  I hope that you had a wonderful, holiday vacation.  Thank you very much for all the generous and beautiful Christmas gifts.  You are so kind to think of me, and I appreciate your thoughtfulness.  Also, the students did a marvelous job in their performance for the holiday Christmas Show.  It was so nice to see so many parents in attendance.
For the month of January our focus in Religion will be on leadership qualities and characteristics which can be developed in students’ lives.  We will study about the leadership qualities that Abraham and Moses displayed.  Also, we will learn about David who followed God and was a prayerful man.  Additionally, the students will be required to prepare a short speech why they would make a good Catholic leader.  In this speech they need to give specific examples of their qualities of wisdom.  
Secondly, for Language Arts in grammar, we will continue to study verbs.

For Literature we will continue to read short stories and poems from the textbook and learn about the various literary focuses; such as, a poem’s speaker, narrative, internal conflict, levels of meaning and the narrator’s perspective.  Also, the book report requirement this month is to read a mystery novel.  More directives will follow mid-month for this project.
Thirdly, in Social Studies we continue to study ancient civilizations and early empires of Asia.  This month’s focus will be on Ancient India and Ancient China which will entail,
geographic features, government, religious beliefs, philosophies and comparing and contrasting events in history during this time period. 

Finally, to ensure a successful transition to Junior High, 6th graders need to take responsibility for their studies. I encourage them to be good listeners, critical thinkers and to ask questions. The good study habits they develop now will help them to be successful in the future.   
Once again, thank you very much for your kindness of gifts and continued support this school year.

Have a happy, healthy new year!

Sincerely,

Ms. Dickson
Reminders;
School Mass @ 10:30-Sixth Grade leads January 9, 2009
No School –January 19, 2009-Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Catholic School’s Week- January 25-31, 2009

Mystery Book Report due January 20
