October 1, 2008
Dear Parents:

It is amazing how quickly time flies!  We are now in the month of October and the fifth week of school.  It was wonderful to have the opportunity to meet you at Back to School Night!  Good Shepherd School has a dedicated school community and I look forward to working with you throughout the year.

Academically, the students are progressing nicely.  In Religion, we are implementing the Pillars of Faith within the Character Counts program.  The emphasis being on responsibility and dignity for others, as well as, self-respect.  For the month of October the theme is Trustworthiness.  Additionally, this is the month of the Rosary. The focus of the Religion lessons will incorporate prayer to strengthen faith journeys.  For sixth graders learning that faith can guide a person is an important entity.  We will read about others in the Bible who has experienced difficult journeys.
Also, in Social Studies the students are learning about early civilizations, the development of tools and the agricultural revolution.  We began the lessons on Ancient Mesopotamia “the land between two rivers”, the Tigris and Euphrates, and will conclude with Ancient Egypt this month.  This unit of study will correlate with our first novel reading for Literature.  Beginning mid- month the students will be reading The Egypt Game by Zilpha Keatley Snyder.  I will distribute the novels next week after the ITBS
Testing.  Also, the students are completing their personal writing stories which are in the final draft stage. In grammar the lessons focus on collective, proper, and possessive nouns.  
Periodically, please check your child’s Agenda for the notation of homework assignments and reminders.   Time is given after each subject lessons to write down their homework requirements which can be found on the front board of the classroom.  Just a reminder, also to check your child’s folder on Tuesday for quizzes and tests sent home.  It is a policy of Good Shepherd School that parents sign all tests and return them to the teacher.  
Thank you very much for your continued support and helpfulness.

Blessings and have a wonderful week,

Ms. Dickson

This week we will begin ITBS testing.  A good night’s sleep and good breakfast are essential. If the students could have extra #2 pencils available this would be helpful.  

Reminders:

October 5-School Mass at 12:00 at Good Shepherd Church followed by a School Picnic at Rancho Park (one block south of Pico on Motor Ave.)    
